Governors and Ambassadors World Trade Reception             SAVE THE DATE!  Feb. 24, 2012
[image: C:\Users\james\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\61OE9KOU\wita_nat gov conf_logo_v7.jpeg]
The 2012 Governors and Ambassadors World Trade Reception will be on Friday Feb. 24, 2012, 
--the evening prior to the NGA Winter Meetings—at the Willard Intercontinental Hotel in downtown Washington DC.  State, federal, embassy, and business leaders will gather to make the personal connections needed to lay the foundations for growth in two-way trade, foreign direct investment, and job creation.
Who should attend:
State: Governors and spouses; Lt. Governors and spouses; Secretaries of State, Commerce, and/or Economic Development (or your state’s equivalent); Secretary of Agriculture; key staffers;  Director & staff of DC state office.
Federal: Members of Congress and spouses; Cabinet members and spouses; Undersecretaries and Deputy Undersecretaries; Directors of Federal-State Relations in agencies involved with trade.
Embassy:  Ambassadors and spouses; Deputy Chiefs of Mission; Ministers of Trade and/or Commerce; Economic Counselors; Agricultural Attaches; key embassy officials.
NGO:  Executives from the World Bank; Ex-Im Bank; OPIC; trade associations; etc.
Business: Executive Level; Directors of trade policy and/or global government relations; Directors of Federal and State Government relations.  For sponsorship information, please contact WITA Executive Director James Wilkinson at 202-312-1600 or jwilkinson@wita.org .


2011 EVENT RECAP
The 2011 Governors and Ambassadors World Trade Reception was held on Feb. 25, 2011 at the historic Willard InterContinental Hotel in Washington DC.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Governors:  Gov. Chris Christie of New Jersey (Host),  Gov. Jack Markell of Delaware (Host), and Gov. Bev Perdue of North Carolina (Host),  Gov. Terry Branstad of Iowa, and Gov. Rick Snyder of Michigan.
State delegations: Virginia, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Illinois, Kentucky.  The Canadian provinces of British Colombia and Quebec also sent representatives.
Ambassadors:  Host Ambassador Gary Doer of Canada; as well as the Ambassadors of  Argentina, Belgium, Brunei, Ecuador, Fiji, India, Lesotho, the Netherlands, Oman, Panama, Peru, and the UK.  
Embassy delegations:  Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, China,  Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic,  El Salvador, Egypt, the European Union, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Honduras, Israel, Ireland, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Korea, Lichtenstein, Mexico, New Zealand, Panama, Poland, Russia, Singapore, South Africa, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam.  
Master of Ceremonies: Former Michigan Governor John Engler, now CEO of Business Roundtable. 
Other VIPS:
Undersecretary of Commerce for International Trade Francisco Sanchez
Dept. of Commerce International Trade Administration Director of Public Affairs Mary Trupo
Dept. of State Deputy Assistant Secretary for Trade Policy William Craft
US Commercial Service Deputy Director General Ambassador Charles Ford
Southern Governors Association Executive Director Diane Duff 
National Lt. Governors Association Executive Director Julia Hurst
OPIC Executive Vice President Mimi Alemayehou
Jay Timmons, CEO, National Association of Manufacturers
2011 Reception sponsors:  AstraZeneca, Business Roundtable, Chevron, DHL, Dow, GE, Philip Morris International, RIM, Telecommunications Industry Association, and the US Chamber of Commerce.
Event Organizer:
The Governors and Ambassadors World Trade Reception is created and hosted by Washington International Trade Foundation, the 501c3 non-profit that supports the educational activities and mission of the Washington International Trade Association (WITA).  WITA is a neutral, non-partisan forum on trade policy and related issues.  Founded in 1982, WITA’s 1600+ members are trade policy professionals from business, government, embassies, NGO’s, law firms, trade associations, and others with an interest with trade.
Washington International Trade Association and Foundation
1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Suite 400,  Washington, DC 20004
202-312-1600    Fax: 202-312-1601    wita@wita.org    www.wita.org
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