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WITA’s Governors and Ambassadors World Trade Reception
Feb. 24, 2012, at the Willard
Formal Remarks to begin shortly after 8 pm
This exclusive reception is a unique gathering of Governors and other top state officials, select US trade officials, Ambassadors and key embassy personnel from large US trading partners, and businesses reliant on the expansion of international trade.  This reception is designed to establish and strengthen the critical personal connections at the highest levels of state government with embassy and industry representatives to lay the foundations for growth in two-way trade, foreign direct investment, and strengthened economic ties.   
The Governors and Ambassadors World Trade Reception will be on Friday Feb. 24--the evening prior to the NGA Winter Meetings—at the Willard Intercontinental Hotel, 1401 Pennsylvania Ave. NW.
PRESS GROUND RULES:
While the reception portion of this event, 7-8 pm, is closed to the Press, the Formal Remarks portion of the program will be open to the Press.  
Formal remarks will begin shortly after 8 PM. 
Only remarks from the podium will be on the record, and there will be NO Q and A.
Remarks are scheduled to be given by (order of speakers may vary; additional speakers possible):
Business Roundtable CEO John ENGLER, former Gov. of Michigan (Master of Ceremonies)
USTR Ron KIRK
Host Ambassador His Excellency Michael MOORE, New Zealand
Host Governor Steve BESHEAR (Kentucky)
Host Governor Terry BRANSTAD (Iowa)
Host Governor Christine GREGOIRE (Washington)
PRESS PRE-REGISTRATION:
All credentialed Press wishing to cover this event must RSVP via email with name, title, organization and contact information including email AND cell phone number, to wita@wita.org no later than COB Wed. Feb. 22.  
Press will be sent detailed instructions the day prior to the event via email.  
Press with questions can email WITA Program Manager Javiera Gallardo at wita@wita.org
