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Trump’s Trade War Timeline: An Up-to-Date Guide
Chad P. Bown and Melina Kolb, Peterson Institute for International Economics
Updated January 24, 2020
This post, originally published on April 19, 2018, will be updated as trade disputes with China and other 
countries evolve.

President Donald Trump’s trade war with the world involves multiple battles with US allies and others alike. Each battle 
uses a particular US legal rationale, such as calling foreign imports a “national security threat,” followed by Trump imposing 
tariffs and/or quotas on imports. Subsequent retaliation by trading partners and the prospect of further escalation risk 
significantly hampering trade and investment, and possibly the global economy.

The timelines below track the development of the most pressing trade conflicts with links to the latest available data and 
PIIE analysis.
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BATTLE #1: SOLAR PANEL AND WASHING MACHINE IMPORTS INJURE US INDUSTRIES

USITC Recommends Remedies 
October 31, 2017

The US International Trade Commission finds that imports of solar panels (October 31, 2017) and washing 
machines (November 21, 2017) have caused injury to the US solar panel and washing machine industries and 
recommends President Trump impose “global safeguard” restrictions. Two US industries filed separate requests 
for the investigations earlier in 2017 under Section 201 of the Trade Act of 1974. These were the first industry peti-
tions under the law since 2001.
Read “Solar and Washing Machine Safeguards in Context: The History of US Section 201 Use” by Chad P. Bown 
and Junie Joseph.

Trump Imposes Safeguard Tariffs 
January 22, 2018

President Trump approves global safeguard tariffs on $8.5 billion in imports of solar panels and $1.8 billion  
of washing machines, a relatively rare move historically even when the president is granted the authority to do so.
Read “Donald Trump’s Solar and Washer Tariffs May Have Now Opened the Floodgates of Protectionism” by 
Chad P. Bown (Washington Post).

China Investigates US Exports of Sorghum
February 5, 2018

The Chinese government self-initiates antidumping and countervailing duty investigations of roughly $1 billion of 
US exports of sorghum. While this is not an explicit retaliation linked to Trump’s tariffs on solar panels and washing 
machines, the coincidence of timing suggests a repeat of China’s retaliatory response to President Obama’s imposi-
tion of a safeguard tariff on tires in September 2009.
“China’s Latest Trade Maneuver Is Worrying. Here’s the Story” by Chad P. Bown (Washington Post).

China Imposes Preliminary Tariffs on US Sorghum
April 17, 2018

The Chinese government announces preliminary antidumping duties of 178.6 percent on imports from the United 
States of sorghum.

Korea Files WTO Disputes
May 14, 2018

South Korea challenges the solar panel and washing machine tariffs through the WTO, claiming they violate WTO 
rules. 

China Ends Tariffs on US Sorghum During Negotiations
May 18, 2018

China’s Commerce Ministry announcement comes as US and Chinese negotiating teams meet to resolve trade 
disputes.   

China Files WTO Dispute Against US Solar Panel Tariffs
August 14, 2018

China’s Commerce Ministry announces a formal case alleging that US tariffs have damaged China’s trade interests.

https://www.usitc.gov/press_room/news_release/2017/er1031ll857.htm
https://www.usitc.gov/press_room/news_release/2017/er1121ll870.htm
https://www.usitc.gov/press_room/news_release/2017/er1121ll870.htm
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/solar-and-washing-machine-safeguards-context-history-us-section
https://piie.com/commentary/op-eds/donald-trumps-solar-and-washer-tariffs-may-have-now-opened-floodgates
https://piie.com/commentary/op-eds/chinas-latest-trade-maneuver-worrying
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/17/c_137117475.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds545_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds546_e.htm
http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/article/policyrelease/buwei/201805/20180502746783.shtml
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/ae/ag/201808/20180802775695.shtml
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BATTLE #2: STEEL AND ALUMINUM AS NATIONAL SECURITY THREATS

National Security Investigations Commence 
April 20, 2017 

President Trump instructs Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross to self-initiate two investigations into whether 
steel (April 20) and aluminum (April 27) imports threaten US national security under  Section 232 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962.
Read “Trump’s Threat of Steel Tariffs Heralds Big Changes in Trade Policy” by Chad P. Bown (Washington Post).

National Security Investigation Results 
February 16, 2018

The Department of Commerce releases its reports finding imports of steel and aluminum products threaten US 
national security under the rarely-used Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962. Even though the inves-
tigations began in April 2017, this is the first time the public learns which steel and aluminum products could 
potentially be hit by new tariffs. 
Read “Will Trump Invoke National Security to Start a Trade War?” by Chad P. Bown and Cathleen Cimino-Isaacs.

Tariff Announcement
March 1, 2018

Trump announces forthcoming tariffs on all trading partners of 25 percent on steel and 10 percent on aluminum 
under national security grounds. These would go further than the Commerce Department recommendations, 
covering an estimated $48 billion of imports, mostly from allies such as Canada, the European Union, Mexico, and 
South Korea. Only 6 percent of the imports covered derive from China, due to prior US imposition of antidumping 
and countervailing duties.
Read “Trump’s Steel and Aluminum Tariffs: How WTO Retaliation Typically Works” and “Trump’s Steel and 
Aluminum Tariffs Are Counterproductive. Here Are 5 More Things You Need to Know” by Chad P. Bown.

EU Threatens to Rebalance in Response
March 7, 2018

The European Union announces its planned retaliatory response if it were to be hit with tariffs. This includes filing 
a formal World Trade Organization (WTO) dispute, safeguard restrictions of its own, and a “rebalancing” of trade 
with the United States through almost immediate imposition of its own 25 percent tariff on $3.4 billion of US 
exports such as cranberries, Harley Davidson motorcycles, blue jeans, and bourbon.
Read “Europe Is Pushing Back against Trump’s Steel and Aluminum Tariffs. Here’s How” by Chad P. Bown.

Steel and Aluminum NAFTA Tariff Exemptions
March 8, 2018

Trump issues formal steel and aluminum tariff proclamations effective March 23, but exempts Canada and Mexico, 
pending his view of the outcome of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) renegotiation talks. These 
exemptions exclude about one third—or $15.3 billion—of the imports announced a week earlier. He decides other 
partners can negotiate with US Trade Representative Robert E. Lighthizer to be excluded from the tariffs and 
companies can file petitions with Commerce Secretary Ross to have specific products excluded from the tariffs.

More Tariff Exemptions
March 22, 2018

Trump issues revised formal steel and aluminum tariff proclamations, further exempting the European Union, 
South Korea, Brazil, Argentina, and Australia—in addition to Canada and Mexico as previously announced—but only 
through May 1, 2018. This means another third of the originally covered imports on March 1 are temporarily exempt. 
Read “Who Is Affected by Trump’s Steel and Aluminum Tariffs?” by Chad P. Bown.

https://piie.com/commentary/op-eds/trumps-threat-steel-tariffs-heralds-big-changes-trade-policy
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-signing-memorandum-regarding-investigation-pursuant-section-232b-trade-expansion-act/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-secretary-commerce/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2018/02/secretary-ross-releases-steel-and-aluminum-232-reports-coordination
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/will-trump-invoke-national-security-start-trade-war
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/documents/steel/2224-the-effect-of-imports-of-steel-on-the-national-security-with-redactions-20180111/file
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/documents/aluminum/2223-the-effect-of-imports-of-aluminum-on-the-national-security-with-redactions-20180117/file
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/business/wp/2018/03/01/white-house-planning-major-announcement-thursday-on-steel-and-aluminum-imports/?utm_term=.9ad45bf208bb
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-how-wto-retaliation-typically
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-counterproductive-here-are
https://piie.com/commentary/op-eds/europe-pushing-back-against-trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-heres-how
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2018/03/us-department-commerce-announces-steel-and-aluminum-tariff-exclusion
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-2/
https://piie.com/research/piie-charts/who-affected-trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs
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Tariffs Go Into Effect
March 23, 2018

Trump’s steel and aluminum tariffs go into effect with exemptions for selected countries. His 25 percent steel tariff 
applies to countries that exported $10.2 billion of steel products to the United States in 2017, and his 10 percent 
aluminum tariff applies to countries that exported $7.7 billion. There is no timeline or explicit criterion for the 
removal of the restrictions.
Read “Trump’s Long-awaited Steel and Aluminum Tariffs Are Just the Beginning” by Chad P. Bown.

Korea Receives Permanent Exemption for Steel, But Faces Quota
March 28, 2018

Korea agrees to reduce steel exports to the United States in return for a permanent exemption from the steel tariff. 
The steel quota of 2.68 million tons cuts its shipments by 21.2 percent from its 2017 volume.
Read “Korea Steel Deal Means More US Steel Barriers Lie Ahead” by Jeffrey J. Schott and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

China Retaliates
April 2, 2018

China imposes retaliatory tariffs on aluminum waste and scrap, pork, fruits and nuts, and other US products, worth 
$2.4 billion in export value in 2017. This compares to the US steel and aluminum tariffs covering Chinese exports 
worth $2.8 billion in 2017.
Read “How Is China Retaliating for US National Security Tariffs on Steel and Aluminum?” by Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu 
and Jeffrey J. Schott.

US Extends Tariff Exemptions 
April 30, 2018

The Trump administration extends the steel and aluminum tariff exemptions provided to the European Union, 
Canada, and Mexico until June 1, 2018. Korea’s aluminum tariff exemption ends. Argentina, Australia, and Brazil 
receive indefinite exemptions for steel and aluminum tariffs while finalizing details on “satisfactory alternative 
means to address the threatened impairment to the national security” by the imports.

US Ends Tariff Exemptions for EU, Canada, and Mexico
June 1, 2018

The United States moves forward with 25 percent tariffs on steel and 10 percent on aluminum for the European 
Union, Canada, and Mexico by ending their previously granted exemptions effective June 1. The three trading part-
ners supplied almost half of US steel and aluminum imports in 2017. As of June 1, Argentina has quotas for steel 
and aluminum in return for permanent tariff exemptions for both metals. Brazil has quotas on steel, with differing 
amounts on semi-finished and finished steel products, and a 10 percent tariff on aluminum. Australia remains the 
only trading partner for steel and aluminum without trade restrictions.

EU Retaliates on Iconic American Goods
June 22, 2018

The European Union activates its previous tariff threat on the United States, with an initial list covering $3.2 billion 
of US products in 2017. Steel and aluminum make up 34 percent of the affected products, while the rest are agri-
cultural and food products, and other consumer goods. Specific items include bourbon whiskey, motor boats and 
yachts, motorcycles, blue jeans, corn, and peanut butter. Harley-Davidson announced on June 25 it was shifting 
additional motorcycle production outside the United States to avoid the retaliatory tariffs.
Read “Harley Is a Tariff Trend Setter—But Not in a Good Way” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) 
Lu.

https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-long-awaited-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-just
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/march/joint-statement-united-states-trade
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-fulfilling-promise-u-s-korea-free-trade-agreement-national-security/
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/korea-steel-deal-means-more-us-steel-barriers-lie-ahead
https://piie.com/research/piie-charts/how-china-retaliating-us-national-security-tariffs-steel-and-aluminum
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-3/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-4/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-aluminum-united-states-4/
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/programs-administration/entry-summary/232-tariffs-aluminum-and-steel
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/harley-tariff-trend-setter-not-good-way
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/harley-tariff-trend-setter-not-good-way
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/793952/000079395218000038/a8-kitem701tariffdisclosur.htm
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Canada Strikes Back
July 1, 2018

Canada imposes tariffs on US products totaling $12.8 billion in 2017. Half of the targeted goods are steel and 
aluminum. American agricultural and food products make up 19 percent, and 24 percent are other consumer 
goods. Steel products face a 25 percent tariff, while the remaining products are hit at a 10 percent rate.
Read “Canada Strikes Back! Here Is a Breakdown” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

Trump Administration Files WTO Challenges
July 16, 2018

The US Trade Representative files separate disputes at the World Trade Organization against Canada, China, the 
European Union, Mexico, and Turkey, challenging the tariffs each WTO member imposed in response to President 
Trump’s aluminum and steel trade actions meant to protect US national security interests. Collectively, the five 
economies have retaliated with tariffs on US exports worth $24 billion in 2017.

Subsidies for American Farmers After Export Fallout
July 24, 2018

The US administration announces it will subsidize American farmers for up to $12 billion for their lost export 
sales resulting from all of the president’s tariff actions (including other tariffs on Chinese goods) using a law that 
supported farmers during the Great Depression. A total of $27 billion of American agriculture exports are being 
affected, like soybeans, corn, nuts, fruit, and beef.
Read “First Tariffs, Then Subsidies: Soybeans Illustrate Trump’s Wrongfooted Approach on Trade” by Chad P. 
Bown and Eva (Yiwen) Zhang.

Higher Rates for Turkey 
August 10, 2018

President Trump announces he will increase the steel tariff rate imposed on Turkey from 25 percent to 50 percent 
in response the depreciation of the Turkish lira. In a tweet, he also states that the aluminum tariff rate for Turkey 
will be raised to 20 percent, up from 10 percent. Turkey supplied 4.2 percent of US steel imports and 0.3 percent 
of US aluminum imports in 2017. Turkey previously retaliated on $1.8 billion of US exports, including agricultural 
products.
Read “Trump’s Long-awaited Steel and Aluminum Tariffs Are Just the Beginning” by Chad P. Bown and “First 
Tariffs, Then Subsidies: Soybeans Illustrate Trump’s Wrongfooted Approach on Trade” by Chad P. Bown and Eva 
(Yiwen) Zhang.

Turkey Retaliates  
August 14, 2018

Turkey announces new tariffs on imports from the United States, including cars, alcohol, and tobacco, in response 
to President Trump’s August 10 doubling of US tariffs on Turkish steel and aluminum.

Steel Tariffs Have Hit Poor Countries the Hardest
November 15, 2018

In the first six months of steel tariffs, strong economic growth actually increased US imports of steel by 2.2 percent, 
but small and poor countries saw a 12 percent decline in steel export volumes to the United States and 15.5 percent 
less revenue, relative to the six months prior to the tariffs. There has been no stated policy objective for hurting 
developing country exporters.
Read “Trump’s Steel Tariffs Have Hit Smaller and Poorer Countries the Hardest” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, 
and Eva (Yiwen) Zhang.

https://www.fin.gc.ca/access/tt-it/cacsap-cmpcaa-1-eng.asp
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/canada-strikes-back-here-breakdown
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/july/united-states-challenges-five-wto
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds557_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds558_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds559_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds560_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds561_e.htm
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2018/07/24/usda-assists-farmers-impacted-unjustified-retaliation
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/first-tariffs-then-subsidies-soybeans-illustrate-trumps
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-adjusting-imports-steel-united-states-5/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1027899286586109955
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-long-awaited-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-just
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=245272&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=371857150&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=False&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/first-tariffs-then-subsidies-soybeans-illustrate-trumps
http://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2018/08/20180815-6.pdf
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-tariffs-have-hit-smaller-and-poorer-countries
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Steel Jobs Come at a High Cost 
December 20, 2018

A PIIE study finds that Trump’s steel tariffs have raised the price of steel products by almost 9 percent, creating 
8,700 jobs in the US steel industry. However, steel users pay an extra $650,000 for each job created.
Read “Steel Profits Gain, but Steel Users Pay, under Trump’s Protectionism” by Gary Clyde Hufbauer and Euijin 
Jung.

US Lifts Tariffs on Canada and Mexico
May 17, 2019

The United States agreed to remove steel and aluminum tariffs on Canada and Mexico on May 21, a move that could 
boost the chances of all three countries ratifying the pending US-Canada-Mexico Agreement (USMCA). Canada 
and Mexico will remove their retaliatory tariffs on US goods, which include agricultural and consumer products.
Read “Canada Strikes Back! Here Is a Breakdown” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

India Retaliates after Losing Special Trade Status  
June 15, 2019

India implements retaliatory tariffs against US exports in response to Trump’s steel and aluminum tariffs of March 
2018. India had announced the tariffs in mid-2018. Reports tie India’s action to the Trump administration’s deci-
sion on June 5, 2019, to increase tariffs on India by removing the country from the US Generalized System of 
Preferences program for developing countries.
Read “Trump’s Mini-Trade War with India” and listen to Trade Talks Episode 76: “Trump versus India: Fighting 
over Which Poor Countries Are Special” by Chad P. Bown.

Trump Broadens Tariffs 
January 24, 2020

Trump imposes new tariffs on almost $450 million of steel and aluminum products to help industries suffering 
from his previous tariffs. They mostly hit imports from allies such as Taiwan, Japan, and the European Union, as 
well as China.
Read “Trump’s steel and aluminum tariffs are cascading out of control” by Chad P. Bown.

https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/steel-profits-gain-steel-users-pay-under-trumps-protectionism
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2019/05/joint-statement-by-the-united-states-and-canada-on-section-232-duties-on-steel-and-aluminum.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/21/2019-10759/adjusting-imports-of-steel-into-the-united-states
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/canada-strikes-back-here-breakdown
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-mini-trade-war-india
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-india/india-to-impose-retaliatory-tariffs-on-28-us-goods-from-sunday-idUSKCN1TG0H0
https://www.tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/76-trump-versus-india-fighting-over-which-poor-countries-are-special/
https://www.tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/76-trump-versus-india-fighting-over-which-poor-countries-are-special/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-adjusting-imports-derivative-aluminum-articles-derivative-steel-articles-united-states/
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-steel-and-aluminum-tariffs-are-cascading-out-control


7 PETERSON INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
POLICY WATCH BLOG

BATTLE #3: UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES FOR TECHNOLOGY, INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
(IP) 

USTR Self-Initiates Investigation of China
August 18, 2017

US Trade Representative Robert E. Lighthizer self-initiates an investigation of China under Section 301 of the 
Trade Act of 1974, after President Trump’s memorandum of August 14, 2017, instructing him to consider whether 
to investigate any of China’s laws, policies, practices, or actions that may be unreasonable or discriminatory and 
that may be harming American intellectual property rights, innovation, or technology development.
Read “Rogue 301: Trump to Dust Off another Outdated US Trade Law?” by Chad P. Bown.

Unfair Trade Practices Investigation Results
March 22, 2018

The Trump administration releases its report finding China is conducting unfair trade practices related to tech-
nology transfer, intellectual property, and innovation under Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974. Trump indicates 
forthcoming remedies of tariffs on up to $60 billion of Chinese products, a World Trade Organization (WTO) 
dispute, and new rules on investment.

US Threatens Tariffs 
April 3, 2018

The Trump administration releases its $50 billion list of 1,333 Chinese products under consideration for 25 percent 
tariffs, which covers $46.2 billion of US imports. The top sectors hit are machinery, mechanical appliances, and 
electrical equipment. Roughly 85 percent of the imports targeted by the tariffs are in intermediate inputs and capital 
goods, which would raise costs within American companies’ supply chains.
Read “More than Soybeans: Trump’s Section 301 Tariffs and China’s Response” by Chad P. Bown and “The 
Element of Surprise Is a Bad Strategy for a Trade War” by Chad P. Bown (Harvard Business Review).

China Threatens Retaliation on Autos, Aircraft, and Agriculture 
April 4, 2018

China publishes its list of 106 products subject to forthcoming 25 percent tariffs as retaliation for Trump’s Section 
301 tariffs, covering $50 billion of China’s imports from the United States. They mostly affect US transportation 
(vehicles, aircraft, and vessels) and vegetable products (largely soybeans). 

US Considers Additional Tariffs on $100 Billion 
April 5, 2018

Trump instructs trade officials to consider whether an additional $100 billion of US imports from China should be 
subject to new tariffs.

White House Plans Tariffs After Brief “Hold”
May 29, 2018

After Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the tariffs were “on hold” on May 20, the White House releases a 
statement that it would impose tariffs on $50 billion of goods from China shortly after announcing the final list of 
covered imports on June 15, 2018.

US Revises $50 Billion Tariff List
June 15, 2018

The US Trade Representative releases a revised list of products on which it plans to impose 25 percent tariffs, in 
two phases starting July 6, 2018. Compared with the original list proposed on April 3, 2018, the new $50 billion 

https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/rogue-301-trump-dust-another-outdated-us-trade-law
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2017/august/ustr-announces-initiation-section
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-united-states-trade-representative/
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/Section%20301%20FINAL.PDF
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-signing-presidential-memorandum-targeting-chinas-economic-aggression/
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/Press/Releases/301FRN.pdf#page=14
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/more-soybeans-trumps-section-301-tariffs-and-chinas-response
https://piie.com/commentary/op-eds/element-surprise-bad-strategy-trade-war
http://www.scio.gov.cn/xwfbh/xwbfbh/wqfbh/37601/38181/xgzc38187/Document/1626839/1626839.htm
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/trump-statement-requesting-100-billion-in-additional-china-tariffs-2018-04-05
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-mnuchin/u-s-china-putting-trade-war-on-hold-treasurys-mnuchin-says-idUSKCN1IL0JG
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-steps-protect-domestic-technology-intellectual-property-chinas-discriminatory-burdensome-trade-practices/
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/june/ustr-issues-tariffs-chinese-products
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list targets even more intermediate inputs—95 percent of the products hit are now intermediate inputs or capital 
equipment used largely by American-based companies dependent on imports from China. The updated list still 
mostly misses imports from Chinese companies, based on 2017 data.
Read “Trump, China, and Tariffs: From Soybeans to Semiconductors” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao 
(Lucy) and “Revised Tariffs Against China Hit Non-Chinese Supply Chains Even Harder” by Mary E. Lovely and 
Yang Liang.

China’s Revised Retaliation List
June 15, 2018

China issues an updated $50 billion retaliation list of 25 percent tariffs. It targets roughly $45 billion of US exports 
to China in 2017, including a lot of agricultural and food products. China also plans a two-phase approach for this 
list, covering $34 billion of US goods starting July 6, 2018, including soybeans and vehicles. The remaining $16 
billion of products would be covered later, likely pending the Trump administration’s proposed second phase of 
tariffs released June 15. Compared with China’s April 4 list, the country adds mineral fuels, some consumption 
goods, and medical equipment. Aircraft are taken off the list.
Read “China’s Retaliation to Trump’s Tariffs” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

Trump Asks for More Tariffs
June 18, 2018

In response to China’s retaliatory tariffs announced June 15, 2018, President Trump directs the US Trade 
Representative to identify an additional $200 billion worth of Chinese goods for additional tariffs at a rate of 10 
percent. This is on top of the $50 billion list of June 15. He also threatens another $200 billion of tariffs if China 
retaliates again.

US and China Impose First Phase of June 15 Tariff Lists
July 6, 2018

US tariffs on $34 billion of Chinese imports go into effect, the first phase of its June 15 $50 billion list. In parallel 
with President Trump’s tariffs, China’s tariffs on the first $34 billion of its $50 billion list of US imports also go 
into effect.

USTR Announces $200 Billion Tariffs on China 
July 10, 2018

Following up on the June 18 request, the US Trade Representative releases a list of $200 billion of imports from 
China to be subjected to new 10 percent tariffs after public hearings in August. Intermediate goods, like computer 
and auto parts, make up 47 percent of the list. Consumer goods are more heavily targeted than in the previous June 
15 list—including telephones, computers, furniture, lamps, and luggage. This list combined with the $50 billion list 
of June 15 would cover $250 billion of the roughly $504 billion of goods imported from China in 2017.
Read “Trump’s Latest $200 Billion Tariffs on China Threaten a Big Blow to American Consumers” by Chad P. 
Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

Trump Threatens Tariffs on All Imports from China
July 20, 2018

In an interview, Trump says he is ready to impose tariffs on all US imports from China, which totaled $504 billion 
in 2017. The threat covers the remaining $262 billion of imports not already under previous tariffs or being inves-
tigated as previously announced under the Section 301 investigation. Capital goods and consumer products would 
be the primary targets, since intermediate inputs were already previously targeted, and include mobile phones, 
laptops, and clothing.
Read “Trump’s $262 Billion China Tariff Threat Plays with the Bank’s Money” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and 
Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-china-and-tariffs-soybeans-semiconductors
https://piie.com/research/piie-charts/revised-tariffs-against-china-hit-non-chinese-supply-chains-even-harder
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/zhengwuxinxi/zhengcefabu/201806/t20180616_2930325.html
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/chinas-retaliation-trumps-tariffs
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-regarding-trade-china-2/
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/301/2018-0026%20China%20FRN%207-10-2018_0.pdf
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-latest-200-billion-tariffs-china-threaten-big-blow
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/07/20/cnbc-transcript-president-donald-trump-sits-down-with-cnbcs-joe-kern.html
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-262-billion-china-tariff-threat-plays-banks-money
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Subsidies for American Farmers After Export Fallout
July 24, 2018

The US administration announces it will subsidize American farmers for up to $12 billion for their lost export sales 
resulting from all of the president’s tariffs (including steel and aluminum) using a law that supported farmers 
during the Great Depression. A total of $27 billion of US agriculture exports are being affected, like soybeans, corn, 
nuts, fruit, and beef.
Read “First Tariffs, Then Subsidies: Soybeans Illustrate Trump’s Wrongfooted Approach on Trade” by Chad P. 
Bown and Eva (Yiwen) Zhang.

Trump Wants 25 Percent Tariffs, Not 10 Percent 
August 1, 2018

Following Trump’s direction, the US Trade Representative considers a 25 percent tariff rate rather than the 10 
percent rate on the list of $200 billion of imports released July 10. 

China Threatens $60 Billion Tariffs
August 3, 2018

China warns it could add duties of 5 to 25 percent on $60 billion of US goods following Trump’s threat to raise 
proposed tariff rates on $200 billion of Chinese goods from 10 to 25 percent as well as potentially cover all $500 
billion of imports from China with tariffs. The list targets mostly intermediate inputs, followed by capital goods and 
consumption goods. Combining this new list with the June 15 list leaves only $53 billion of Chinese imports from 
the United States that are not yet subject to Chinese retaliatory tariff lists.
Read “China’s $60 Billion Tariff Announcement” by Chad P. Bown, Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu, and Jeffrey J. Schott.

USTR Finalizes Second Tranche of Tariffs 
August 7, 2018

The Trump administration releases a revision to the second phase of its $50 billion list, announcing that $16 billion 
of imports from China will be subject to a higher 25 percent tariff rate, going into effect on August 23. After public 
hearings, the US Trade Representative removed only 5 of the 284 products subject to the list published on June 
15. Those products include alginic acid, splitting machines, containers, floating docks, and microtomes—imports 
worth $400 million in 2017.
Read “Trump, China, and Tariffs: From Soybeans to Semiconductors” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao 
(Lucy) Lu.

China Revises Its $50 Billion Tariff List, Removing Crude Oil
August 8, 2018

China revises the second tranche of its June 15 list of $50 billion of imports from the United States with which it 
planned to impose 25 percent tariffs. Crude oil was removed and replaced with a number of other products. The 
tariffs on the revised list, covering $16 billion of imports from the United States, are expected to go into effect as 
soon as the Trump administration’s second tranche of its June 15 tariff list is imposed on August 23.

US Passes Law on Trade and National Security
August 13, 2018

Trump signs the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act For Fiscal Year 2019 into law, which contains 
two key provisions on monitoring some foreign investments in the United States (FIRRMA) and outbound trans-
fers of technology (ECRA).
Read “Worst Case Averted on Foreign Investment Reviews” by Martin Chorzempa.

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2018/07/24/usda-assists-farmers-impacted-unjustified-retaliation
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/first-tariffs-then-subsidies-soybeans-illustrate-trumps
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/august/statement-us-trade-representative
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/zhengwuxinxi/zhengcefabu/201808/t20180803_2980950.html
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/chinas-60-billion-tariff-announcement
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2018/august/ustr-finalizes-second-tranche
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-china-and-tariffs-soybeans-semiconductors
http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/ae/ai/201808/20180802773926.shtml
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/worst-case-averted-foreign-investment-reviews
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US and China Impose Second Phase of $50 Billion Tariffs
August 23, 2018

The Trump administration followed through with imposing tariffs on $16 billion of imports from China, the second 
phase of the revised $50 billion list released June 15. China immediately responded with its own revised tariffs on 
$16 billion of US exports, also announced on June 15. These actions complete each country’s first $50 billion of 
tariffs originally announced in April.
Read “Trump, China, and Tariffs: From Soybeans to Semiconductors” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao 
(Lucy) Lu and “More than Soybeans: Trump’s Section 301 Tariffs and China’s Response” by Chad P. Bown.

Trump Finalizes $200 Billion Tariff List
September 17, 2018

President Trump finalizes the list of products on $200 billion of imports from China that will be subject to a 10 
percent tariff that goes into effect on September 24. Trump also announced the rate will increase to 25 percent on 
January 1, 2019. Of the newly targeted imports, 50 percent are intermediate goods, like computer and auto parts, 
but 24 percent are consumer goods, up from the 1 percent of consumer goods targeted in the previous tariff phase. 
Products dropped from the original July 10 proposed list include bedsheets and gloves, along with, reportedly, 
smartwatches.
Read “Trump and China Formalize Tariffs on $260 Billion of Imports and Look Ahead to Next Phase” by Chad P. 
Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

China Finalizes Tariffs on $60 Billion of US Goods
September 18, 2018

China announced its plan to place tariffs on $60 billion of US exports if Trump goes ahead with his recently final-
ized tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese exports. These tariffs are mainly on intermediate inputs and capital equip-
ment, and range from 5 to 10 percent, down from the 5 to 25 percent originally announced.
Read “Trump and China Formalize Tariffs on $260 Billion of Imports and Look Ahead to Next Phase” by Chad P. 
Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

Next Phase of Tariffs Goes into Effect
September 24, 2018

US tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese imports announced on September 17 take effect, along with retaliatory tariffs 
by China on $60 billion of US imports announced on September 18. The United States now has tariffs on 12 percent 
of its total imports during 2018, while the combined trading partner retaliation covers of total US exports.
Read “Trump and China Formalize Tariffs on $260 Billion of Imports and Look Ahead to Next Phase” by Chad P. 
Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

US-China Tariff Truce
December 1, 2018

After the G-20 meeting in Buenos Aires, Presidents Trump and Xi announce a deal to halt the escalation of tariffs 
that were expected in January while they negotiate over trade concerns. However, because there is no joint state-
ment, and some disagreement between the statements of the White House and Chinese state media, details remain 
murky. The US statement says that if no agreement is reached by March 1, 2019, the 10 percent tariffs will be raised 
to 25 percent.

Almost 15 Percent of US Imports Are Now Protected      
February 15, 2019

In 2018, Trump’s actions combined with already existing tariffs have resulted in 14.9 percent of US goods imports 
covered by some form of trade protection, based on 2017 import data. Trump’s actions alone covered $303.7 billion, 
or 12.6 percent. Some products are being hit by multiple tariffs. China, Canada, the European Union, South Korea, 
and Mexico are the biggest targets.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china/us-china-set-to-impose-more-tit-for-tat-tariffs-escalating-trade-war-idUSKCN1L809K
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-china-and-tariffs-soybeans-semiconductors
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/more-soybeans-trumps-section-301-tariffs-and-chinas-response
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-and-china-formalize-tariffs-260-billion-imports-and-look
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2018/09/18/trumps-tariffs-wont-bite-apple-illustrating-tim-cooks-political-sway/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7d3ab24f9652
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-and-china-formalize-tariffs-260-billion-imports-and-look
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-usa-trade-china/new-u-s-china-tariffs-set-to-take-effect-no-compromise-in-sight-idUKKCN1M404B
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-and-china-formalize-tariffs-260-billion-imports-and-look
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-regarding-presidents-working-dinner-china/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2018-12/02/c_1123795855.htm
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Tariff Increase Delayed
February 24, 2019

President Trump announces via Twitter that he will delay the tariff increase on $200 billion of imports from China 
that had been scheduled to go into effect on March 1, 2019. The 10 percent tariffs would have been raised to 25 percent.

Concerns Emerge over Possible Deal 
April 2019

In the weeks leading up to a potential deal with China, the media reports that the US-China tariffs will not be lifted 
by any agreement. Statements from US business interests and labor unions also indicate the potential deal may 
contain few Chinese commitments to curb industrial subsidies, a key request by the Trump administration.
Read “Will a US-China Trade Deal Remove or Just Restructure the Massive 2018 Tariffs?” by Chad P. Bown and 
Eva (Yiwen) Zhang and “Five Things to Look for in Any Trump-China Deal on Subsidies” by Chad P. Bown.

Trump Renews Tariff Threats
May 5, 2019

In a sudden reversal during the US-China trade negotiations, President Trump tweets (later officially confirmed) 
that the United States will increase the 10 percent tariff on $200 billion of imports from China to 25 percent on May 
10, 2019. He also indicates he will “shortly” impose 25 percent tariffs on the rest of US imports from China not yet 
targeted with his Section 301 tariffs, which he states are “325 Billions Dollars” and would mostly hit final consumer 
products such as toys, footwear, clothing, and electronics.

US Raises Tariff Rate on Previous List
May 10, 2019 

Imports from China that were previously hit by a 10 percent tariff under the September 2018 action are now subject 
to a 25 percent rate.
Read “Trump and China Formalize Tariffs on $260 Billion of Imports and Look Ahead to Next Phase” by Chad P. 
Bown, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

China Plans to Hike Tariff Rate 
May 13, 2019

In retaliation for President Trump’s tariff rate increase on May 10, China announced that on June 1, it intends to 
increase the tariff rate covering some of the $60 billion of US exports it had already hit in September.
Read “China’s $60 Billion Tariff Announcement” by Chad P. Bown, Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu, and Jeffrey J. Schott.

China Raises Retaliatory Tariffs 
June 1, 2019

China’s tariff rate hike on US exports goes in effect, covering $36 billion of the $60 billion list from September 
2018. Given that China has also lowered tariffs on US competitors since the start of the trade war, there is now a 14 
percentage point difference in China’s average tariff on US goods versus the rest of the world’s goods.
Read “Trump Has Gotten China to Lower Its Tariffs. Just Toward Everyone Else.” by Chad P. Bown, Euijin Jung, 
and Eva (Yiwen) Zhang.

US Announces Tariffs on Almost All Remaining Imports from China
August 1, 2019

Immediately following another round of US-China trade talks, President Trump said the United States would impose 
a 10 percent tariff (not 25 percent as earlier threatened) on an additional $300 billion of imports from China, going 
into effect September 1, 2019. The list covers final consumer goods, such as toys, footwear, and clothing.
Read “Trump’s 2019 Protection Could Push China Back to Smoot-Hawley Tariff Levels” by Chad P. Bown and Eva 
(Yiwen) Zhang.

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1099803719435239426
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-15/china-said-to-weigh-u-s-request-to-shift-tariffs-on-farm-goods
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/will-us-china-trade-deal-remove-or-just-restructure-massive-2018
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/us/politics/us-china-trade-deal-cybertheft.html
https://www.ft.com/content/1198d4aa-6c52-11e9-80c7-60ee53e6681d
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/five-things-look-any-trump-china-deal-subsidies
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1125069835044573186
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/05/09/2019-09681/notice-of-modification-of-section-301-action-chinas-acts-policies-and-practices-related-to
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-and-china-formalize-tariffs-260-billion-imports-and-look
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-china-tariffs/china-to-impose-tariffs-on-60-billion-of-u-s-goods-idUSKCN1SJ1AM
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/zhengwuxinxi/gongzuodongtai/201905/t20190513_3256787.html
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/chinas-60-billion-tariff-announcement
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trump-has-gotten-china-lower-its-tariffs-just-toward-everyone
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1156979443900067841
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-2019-protection-could-push-china-back-smoot-hawley
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Trump Plans Two Major Rollouts of Fall 2019 Tariffs
August 13, 2019

The Trump administration plans to impose the new 10 percent tariff on $112 billion of imports from China starting 
September 1, 2019, then $160 billion on December 15, 2019. The September 1 tariffs hit a lot of clothing and shoes, 
and the December 15 tariffs hit toys and consumer electronics. The timing helps importers avoid tariffs on goods 
typically bought for back-to-school and winter holiday shopping.
Read “Trump’s Fall 2019 China Tariff Plan: Five Things You Need to Know. Delaying the rollout of new tariffs to 
avoid peak retail shopping seasons may be a sign that President Trump is planning for his tariffs to stay.” by 
Chad P. Bown.

China Retaliates and Trump Announces More Tariffs
August 23, 2019

China releases its plan to retaliate on $75 billion of US exports, effective September 1 and December 15, 2019, in 
response to Trump’s forthcoming tariffs on $300 billion of Chinese goods. The most significant change is that 
China will increase its average tariff on US autos from 12.6 to 42.6 percent. Later the same day, Trump said he 
would apply a 15 percent tariff, not 10 percent, on the $112 billion list on September 1 (includes clothing, shoes, 
other back-to-school items) and the $160 billion list on December 15 (includes toys, consumer electronics). He also 
said the current 25 percent tariff on $250 billion of Chinese goods will increase to 30 percent, starting October 1.
Read “US-China Trade War: The Guns of August” by Chad P. Bown.

China Removes a Few Tariffs, Trump Moves Date
September 11, 2019

China announces it will exclude 16 products (less than $2 billion of US exports) from its retaliatory tariffs imposed 
in 2018, such as some animal feeds, chemicals, and petroleum products. President Trump plans to delay his tariff 
increase on $250 billion of Chinese imports from 25 to 30 percent, originally set out on August 23, 2019, from 
October 1 to October 15.
Read “US-China Trade War: The Guns of August” and “The Trade War Is Suddenly Getting Worse” by Chad P. 
Bown.

Trump Cancels October Tariffs, Points to “Phase One” of Deal with China 
October 11, 2019

Trump announces the October 15 tariff increase on $250 billion of US imports from China (25 percent raised to 30 
percent) will not go ahead as planned. He also states negotiations had resulted in a forthcoming “substantial phase 
one deal” with China, “subject to getting it written.”
Read “US-China Trade War Tariffs: An Up-to-Date Chart” by Chad P. Bown.

Trump Calls Off December Tariffs in Anticipation of Deal
December 13, 2019

Trump calls off the scheduled December 15 tariff increase and indicates his administration and China have reached 
agreement on the legal text of an 86-page deal that will be signed in January 2020.
Read “US-China Trade War Tariffs: An Up-to-Date Chart” by Chad P. Bown; and “Phase One China Deal: Steep 
Tariffs Are the New Normal” by Chad P. Bown. 

Leaders Sign Phase One Deal 
January 15, 2020

Under the agreement, China agrees to purchase the extraordinary amount of an additional $200 billion worth of 
US exports. Most tariffs remain in effect, and China does not address subsidies or state-owned enterprises—major 
issues that prompted the trade war. 
Read “Unappreciated hazards of the US-China phase one deal” by Chad P. Bown.

https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/enforcement/section-301-investigations/section-301-china/300-billion-trade-action
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/trumps-fall-2019-china-tariff-plan-five-things-you-need-know
http://gss.mof.gov.cn/zhengwuxinxi/zhengcefabu/201908/t20190823_3372928.html
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/us-china-trade-war-guns-august
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1165005927864512512
http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019-09/11/content_5429145.htm
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1171925717988388865?s=20
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/august/ustr-statement-section-301-tariff
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-10-11/u-s-china-said-to-reach-partial-deal-could-set-up-trade-truce-k1melw60
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-premier-liu-peoples-republic-china-meeting/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1205509125788098560?s=20
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/december/united-states-and-china-reach
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2019/december/united-states-and-china-reach
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/january/economic-and-trade-agreement-between-government-united-states-and-government-peoples-republic-china
https://www.piie.com/blogs/trade-and-investment-policy-watch/unappreciated-hazards-us-china-phase-one-deal
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BATTLE #4: AUTOS AS NATIONAL SECURITY THREAT

Another National Security Investigation
May 23, 2018

The Commerce Department initiates the third national security investigation under Trump into imported autos 
and parts, following the steel and aluminum cases. Public hearings are scheduled for July 19–20, 2018. Trump 
is reportedly considering raising tariffs to 25 percent on these products, which a PIIE analysis finds could cost 
195,000 American jobs, assuming no exemptions. That number could more than triple if other countries retaliate 
in-kind. The tariffs would affect $208 billion of imports, not counting auto parts, nearly all from key US allies.
Listen to Trade Talks Episode 39: “Car Crash—Trump Sees More National Security Threats” and read “Trump’s 
Proposed Auto Tariffs Would Throw US Automakers and Workers Under the Bus” by Sherman Robinson, Karen 
Thierfelder, Jeffrey J. Schott, Euijin Jung, and Zhiyao (Lucy) Lu.

“Side Letter” on Autos Reportedly in New US-Mexico Trade Deal to Replace NAFTA
August 27, 2018

President Trump and President Enrique Peña Nieto of Mexico announce a preliminary US-Mexico trade agree-
ment that would potentially replace the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). News sources report 
that a side deal accompanies the trade agreement to give Mexico “insurance” against future potential US national 
security tariffs on autos. Mexico would still have duty-free access for cars that comply with new rules of origin 
by voluntarily limiting its auto exports to the United States. During the Oval Office announcement, Trump also 
threatens to impose tariffs on Canada’s cars.
Read “Sweating the Auto Details of Trump’s Trade Deal with Mexico” by Chad P. Bown.

USMCA Is Signed with Side Letters
November 30, 2018

All three countries sign the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) to replace NAFTA. Canada and Mexico sign 
side letters aimed at preventing threatened auto tariffs. The deal still needs to be ratified by legislators to take 
effect.

Commerce Department Submits National Security Report to White House
February 17, 2019

President Trump has 90 days (until May 18, 2019) to agree or disagree with the findings. He has 15 days after 
accepting findings of a threat to restrict imports, or he may pursue negotiations and defer new trade actions for up 
to 180 days while talks proceed. Auto tariffs would mainly target allies such as Japan, Germany, and South Korea.
Read “Next Up in the Trade Wars: Autos” by Jeffrey J. Schott.

Trump Delays Auto Tariff Decision
May 17, 2019

President Trump delays a decision on whether to impose auto tariffs after the US Department of Commerce report 
recommended “actions to adjust automotive imports” to protect national security. The US Trade Representative 
has until November 13 to negotiate agreements with the EU, Japan, and other countries the USTR “deems appro-
priate,” or else Trump may decide to impose tariffs.
Listen to Trade Talks Episode 87: “Trump Shifts His National Security Threats (Again)”

https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2018/05/us-department-commerce-initiates-section-232-investigation-auto-imports
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/05/30/2018-11708/notice-of-request-for-public-comments-and-public-hearing-on-section-232-national-security
https://piie.com/experts/peterson-perspectives/trade-talk-episode-39-car-crash-trump-sees-more-national-security
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/trumps-proposed-auto-tariffs-would-throw-us-automakers-and
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-phone-call-president-pena-nieto-mexico-united-states-mexico-trade-agreement/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-trade-nafta-autos-mexico-exclusive/exclusive-mexico-u-s-deal-includes-mexican-auto-export-cap-sources-idUSKCN1LD2PK
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/sweating-auto-details-trumps-trade-deal-mexico
https://piie.com/blogs/trade-investment-policy-watch/next-trade-wars-autos
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/adjusting-imports-automobiles-automobile-parts-united-states/
https://www.tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/87-trump-shifts-his-national-security-threats-again/
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BATTLE #5: ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION FROM MEXICO

Tariffs on Mexico to Deter Migrants
May 30, 2019

On the same day the Trump administration submits a letter to Congress to initiate the US-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) approval process, President Trump announces 5 percent tariffs on all US imports from Mexico 
to “address the emergency at the Southern Border,” invoking the International Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA). The tariffs would go in effect on June 10, 2019, with subsequent rate increases over coming months if 
Mexico does not dramatically reduce or eliminate the number of migrants crossing the border illegally.
Listen to Trade Talks Episode 88: “Trump-Mexico Trade War Cheat Sheet” and Episode 89: “The Migration Crisis 
Behind Trump’s Mexico Tariff Threat”; and read “Tariffs on Mexican Products Will Not Curb Migration from 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador; Prosperity Will” by Anabel González.

Tariffs on Mexico Called Off 
June 7, 2019

Trump says he is suspending the scheduled tariffs against Mexico after reaching a signed agreement with the 
country to reduce or eliminate illegal immigration. Mexico has agreed to increase enforcement against “irregular 
migration” and hold asylum seekers in Mexico while they wait for their claims to be processed.

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1134240653926232064
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-regarding-emergency-measures-address-border-crisis/
https://www.tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/88-trump-mexico-trade-war-cheat-sheet/
https://piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/tariffs-mexican-products-will-not-curb-migration-guatemala
https://www.tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/89-the-migration-crisis-behind-trumps-mexico-tariff-threat/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1137155056044826626
https://www.state.gov/u-s-mexico-joint-declaration/
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